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BEADING .FOR THE BOYS,

How John P. St. John Stirred up the
Animals in the Gage.

Why He Left Hie Republican Party
Plenty of Precedents Afforded by Men
2?ow High in its Esteem Some Spicy
Sentences.

Hon. J. V. Admire, Osage City, Kan.
Olathk, Kas., Jan. 25. Dear Sir:

I have just received a letter of which
the following is a copy:

Mr. J. P. St. John, Olathe, Kan.
Dear Sir: Enclosed a clipping from

the Osage City Free Press, January 21,
J. V. Admire editor. In explanation.
When you were stopping here, it was at
my mother's which is considered the
best house in town.

My dear mother read the article.
She Telt so hurt that I concluded to ask
if you would write out a piece in re-

gard to Mr. Admire and our house,
trusting that you will grant me the
favor and that I have not been too for-
ward in addressing you. Yours Re-
spectfully.

Charley Sciiieferdeckek.
The clipping referred to reads as

follows:
"THE' PENALTY OF TREASON.

Ex- - Governor John P. St. John was
Enow bound in this town three days
during the great blizzard. It was gen-

erally known he took his meals at a
cheap and remote boarding house and
no one paid any attention to him. Two
years ago under the same circumstances,
twenty houses would have been thrown
open to him, and 200 people or more
would have waded through the snow to
have shaken his hand.

"May such be the doom to all trait-

ors."
I have heretofore paid no attention to

the assaults made upon me through
the columns of the Free Press during
the past year or two. Certainly if they
have been gratifying to you, they have
not in the least annoyed me. 2for
would I now make any reply were it not
for the fact that you have seen fit to go
out of your way to belittle the vocation
of a widow lady who, although a
Btranger to me, is said to be a hard
working and respectable lady, whose
greatest offence seems in your estima-
tion to be the making an earnest effort
to support herself and children by
keeping what it pleases you to term "a
remote and cheap boarding house." It
Is true that I (with about two hundred
others) was "snowbound in town about
three days during the great blizzard"
but this misfortune I feel sure you, in
the greatness of your heart, will charge
to the "blizzard," not me.

Shortly after my arrival in your city

I applied at the Palace Hotel for enter-

tainment, but was informed that the
house owing to the unusual large num-

ber of strangers in town, was already
full, but the gentleman in charge of
the office kindly directed me to the
place to which you refer, assuring me
that .it was in every way a respectable
and desirable place at which to stop,
and the terribleness of the "blizzard"
rendered it almost impossible for me to
hunt you up, in order to procure your
permission, which under ordinary cir-

cumstances, possibly would have done'

I followed the instructions at the hotel
and stopped at a boarding house cent
rally located, where, it will no doubt
be a relief for you to know. I was
well provided for, at the rate of two
dollars per day, and which judging by
the class of citizens of your own town
who seemed to be regular boarders
there I should say was in every way re-

spectable, although you from your ex-

alted position you occupy, may regard
it as a "remote and cheap boarding
house,"

I trust that this explanation will at
least be some consolation to you and
in some due time become reconciled to
the fact that you can't always have the
world go just as you would like it,
especially during a "great blizzard."

I feel sure it will be a great relief to
you to know, that you were mistaken
in saying that no one "paid any atten-
tion" to me for the weather was not
such as to encourage social calls, and
no person was expecting me, yet a num-

ber of old friends knowing that I was
"snow bound" called to see me, among
them Hon. C. S. Martin who is always
mentally, politically and socially, broad
enouch to shake hands with au old ac
quaintance, though he might differ
with him politically. But if no one

had called, you might not have been in
the least to blame for it, as it would be
unfair and unreasonable to expect you
to attend to everything in a "great
blizzafd."

That great warm heart of yours
smothers the stern demand for justice
when you say, "May such be the doom

mind you that such a declaration on
your part shows an utter lack of har-
mony with your party, for its demands
of late have been to "make treason
odious" and certainly remaining three
days in a bright and growing city like.
Osage City and living on the "best the
market affords" and having a pleasant
time with old friends is not calculated
to make "treason odious" nor would it
likely prove a terror to "traitors." I

The heading of your brief edidpial
with that which follows, seems to?m-pl- y

that I, at some time have been
guilty of treason. Xow if you mean
treason to my countryI beg leave to
call attention to the fact, that when
soldiers were needed to stand by the
old flag I did not furnish a substitute,
but volunteered in its defense. I3ut
possibly my leaving the republican
party is regarded by you as treason and
i a "traitor" If so allow me to sug-
gest that I joined the republican party
when it was in the minority, I did not
wait until it was in the majoraty, and
able to bestow fat offices before I be-

came a part of it. I left it however
when it was in the majority, but in
neither case did I for a moment think I
was a "traitor" or that such an act
constituted treason.

Charles Sumner, Gerrit Smith, Thad-deu- s

Stevens, Owen Lovejoy, William
Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips,
James G. Blaine, Abraham Lincoln,
and many other good men left the 'politi-
cal party to which each belonged and
joined the republican party in its in-

fancy and if such an act on their part
was treason, then it is clear that had it
not been for such "traitors" thorp.
never would have been any republican
party.

General Logan did not leave the
democratic party until after the republi-
can party had beaten the democrats and
gained control of the government, but
no fairminded man has called him a
political "traitor."

The "treason" of Longstreet, Mosby
and Mahone ceased to be odious as soon
as they left the democratic and joined
the republican party.

Bnt coming to our own beloved Kan-
sas, I beg to remind you that in 18G4,

wheu republicanism was thought to be
a synonym of loyalty, Hon. Solon O.
Thacher was at the head and non. John
J.Ingalls was second onthe"opposition"
ticket. Our own senator Plumb voted
for the candidate of the democratic
party for president in 1S72 and
against the "silent old hero" who now
sleeps at Riverside park. Hon. J.
Crawford only a few years ago was a
candidate for congress at large in oppo-

sition to the republican party. Hon.
John C. Carpenter, after accepting the
temporary chairmanship of the republi
can convention in 1S74, bolted the nomi
nation of Hon. Thomas A. Osborn for
governor and left the convention, follow-

ed by B. P. Simpson, James Snoddy
and others. Hon. J. E. Ilallowell not
long ago was the candidate for attorney
general in opposition to the republican
ticket, while about the same time re-

publicans in sufficient number bolted
the nomination of Hon. Stephen A.
Cobb for congress and thus elected Hon-Joh- n

R. Goodwin, his democratic op-

ponent, and more recently a great ma
jority of republicans in the Third judi
cial district refused to support Hon. W.
C. Webb, the republican nominee, and
voted for and elected Hon. John Martin,
a lifelong democrat, while I have your
own statement recently made through
your columns of the Free Press to the
effect that 25,000 Republicans voted for
Hon.George W. Glick inI8S2, and thus
helped elect a "bourbon," democrat as
Governor of Kansas.

Were all these citizens of Kansas
political "traitors" I think not.

They had a perfect right under our
form of government to vote for what-
soever party or individual their con-

science approved, and the free right was
nobodys business but their own. And
to show you that the people of Kansas
have not regarded it treasonable to even
leave the republican party or bolt its
nominees I have only to call your at-

tention to the fact that Plumb is ser-

ving his second and Ingalls his third
term in the United States senate and
Thacher has time and again been re-

warded, and a little over a year ago a
lucrative office was thrust upon him,
whife Carpenter received the appoint-
ment of collector of internal revenue
for the district of Kansas. And Simp-

son afterward filled the position of
United States marshall and nallowel
was made district attorney for Kansas,
while Crawford was given the best
position of all that of state agent
and even Snoddy has not wanted for
republican crumbs. And I have no
doubt but all these gentlemen have fill-

ed their respective positions just as
faithfully as if they had done nothing
to "hurt the party." Even you seem
to be sufficiently successful in controll-
ing your patriotism to enable you to

of all traitors." 2fow allow me to re-- hold a comfortable office under a demo- -

cratic administration.
During all these years, commencing

with a vote for Freemont and freedom
in 1856 up to June '4, 1884, 1 stood un-

flinchingly by and for the Republican
party. The prohibition party called
its national convention to nominate
candidates for president and vice presi-

dent to meet at Pittsburg, Pa., in Alay,

1S84. las a republican beleived-tha- t

that convention meant danger to my
party. Beiug earnestly in favor of tbe
absolute prohibition of the manufacture
and sale of intoxicating liquors as a
beverage, and hoping that the party
which once possessed the moral courage
and political sagacity to strike own
slavery, would, when brought face to
ace with this creat Question, at least

show its respect for and faith in the
people the source of all political power,
by favoring in its platform the submiss- -

jon or tue question to ineir veroiut ut
the ballot box, with hundreds of others,
appealed to the national prohibition
committee to postpone their convention
until July, thus giving, in case we suc-

ceeded, the republican party not only
a fair warning but an opportunity to
guard against defeat, and save its own
honor and name.

The prohibition convention was

But the republican party did not as
much as give the slightest recognition to

this friendly action on the part of the
prohibitionists, but wholy ignored them
and their cause, and ungratefully turned
a deaf ear to the thousands who had
been its true and faithful friends and
helped to fight its battles and presented
a captivating smile, to the keepers of
the 200,000 distilleries, breweries and
saloons coupled with a direct bid for
their influence and votes. When it
thus chose the influence of the saloon
at the sacriGce of the home, I left it. I
did not stay in its ranks and treacher-

ously stab it in the dark.
I promptly stepped out and let the

world know it.
It was not its sins of commission, so

much as its sin of omission that prompt-

ed me to leave it. And allow me in
conclusion to suggest that encouraging
mob violence, boycotting ministers of
the gospel, calling people "traitors,"
egging Christian men and women, and
burning political opponents in effigy for
opinions sake, coupled with the truck-

ling policy, both state and national, ex-

hibited in dealing with the liquor traffic,

crowned with a second Dred Scott de-

cision as exemplified in the Walruff
brewery case, is doing more to destroy
the republican party than all other in-

fluences combined. Respectfully,
Joirsr P. St. John.

Abilene Nursery!
Fruit and Ornamental Trees.

Apples, Peaches,
Pears, Apricots,

Plums, Cherries,
and Grapes.

Small Fruits and Flowers of all Old

and New Varieties.
Xureeiy located one and one-ha- lf mUe Treat

of post-offic- e, near railroad. Orders bj mail
promptly and satisfactorily filled. Address,

Townsend & Hendrix, AbSene, Ka.

D. S. BEEMER,
AGENT FOB THK

Genuine High Arm Singer,

Tie simpllcst and the lightest runlng sewlne
machineon the market. Self setting needle and
shuttle. Sold on payments to suit purchasers,
without interest, organs and machines cleaned
and repaired on short notice. Charges moderate
and satisfaction guaranteed, orflce on Broad-
way south of Shockey Snlder's.

J. M. Wlshart, W. F. Williams. K. E. Knapp

ABILENE

AND

MaemneWor
Arc manufacturing WeUJDrills and Drill Bitts,
Larse and Small Horee Powers, The Farmers'
Friend Wind Mills, The

Iism Hay
AKD

Rate

STACKER,
The best in the market and manufactured by us.

Do not faU to see it befoie buying.

A! SEE 01 IBIS.
We are selling old and new Steam Engines and
Boilers. If you are in need of a Steam Engine
to do your plowing we can sell you one that will
do the work. Weipll rebuild Steam Engines or
Steam Boilers. Canturnish new Fire Boxes, new
Flues or Flue Sheets for stationary or Portable
Engines on short notice.

Corn Shelters.
Threshing Machines, Mowers and Hor-- e Powers,
Columns, Door Plates and Lintels and Castings
of ii kinds made as per plans or nattern. Black- -
sraitalng of all kinds done to order. Sah weights
2y cents per pouno. uasn paia ior oia iron.

5? Ail or, warrjuiitu.

Wart, Wis & Knapp.
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BARNES & ZAHNER,

MWHCIAFT mn STORE,

HE MOST COMPLETE STOCK

Fine Deugs,

Medicines,
Perfumeries,

Toilet Eequisites,
&C., IN THE COUNTY.

Prescriptions are compounded
from the most reliable medicines
with great care, under the prer-son- al

supervision of the owners.

GERMAN SPOKEN AT 01 STORE.

JOHN BENNETT.

tanle and

SUGARS,
SNAPS, JUMBLES,

BAKING POWDER,

COUNTY

PROPRIETORS

CA.BBY2NG

1

COFFEES.

DEALER m

Fancy mm
TEAS, EFLOUR. MEAL, CHEESE,

CRACKERS, SPICES, RAISINS,
SOAP, QUEENSWARE, COAL OIL.

CONFECTIONERIES, FRUITS, &c;

The Best Brands of Cigars and Tobacco in ths City.

I am now prepared to fill orders with strictly fresh and first-clas-s goods

at BOTTOM PRICES, and deliver goods to aay part of the city free of

charge. PRODUCE TAKEN" DT EXCHANGE FOR GOODS.

Hoping to share part of the trade, I remain, Toutb Truly,

JOHN BENNETT,
Cedar Street

1 1. Boardman tCo.,
Successors to J. E. Boneirale Hardware Co.

A - FULL - LINE
OF

Wagons, Bugggies,
Harrows, Cultivators,

Plows, Shelters, Feed
Grinders, Wire and Twine.

IN FACT ALT. KINDS OF
t

Agricultural Implements

F. J. HAAS & SONS,

II m
Our stock is LARG--E and NEW and wasDongiittobe sold. The .times not being asgood as,-w- e might wish, crops short and prices

low we have determined to meet the wishes
oi our customers and have therefore made a

-- :

Ths cold weather is

upox us, eo if yon

haye anything to

buy in our line giro

usalookandbecome

convinced that we

mean busineu.

OK OXJB EXTIRE STOCK.- -

OUR STOCK OF

Dress Goods- -

IS LAEGE AND VARIED.

"WE WARRANT OUR
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Wi fare tic Scst W3ie:a Kada

Fbasis, kimm m. Blankets
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Cor. Third
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DS! Bill Hi!

Sweeping Reduction

trMJmHfr

I

We xe ad.

leading tr aMniig-lei- a

priwa, U-T-it

te jir as a

calL Willi plant

to wait eaytu, quota

prices all

judge

MAKE TUB BEST DISPLAT

TaMelMS,5apM Toieliis,

You will find hero the stocl;
Ladies, Gents and Children!

Mm?, M d Sosisr?

have by the wagon load and at
remarkably price.

DOMESTICS
WE 6EIX YOU AT COST A3TD TRSCSHE,

F. J. HAAS & SONS,

.All UIlu VJJ1& I

tat

yen

yon

low

D. S. CMe.

We hare just opened a fresh lino of groceries of all kinds wilok T
offering as low as any house Abilene. We receire

KESSI OTSTEES
AD SBE8H LAZE FISH BY EXPRESS ZYEiY DAY.

Wo pay the highest market price for produce Goods delrrejed
to any part of the city.

nd
Spruoe

&

Hardware

KOKNS CLARKE.

SHOCKEY SNIDER
DSLAiaBB

Agricultural impleffliate,
Cob. Fbunra at Bbojldwxt.
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in
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P1XJ1R1E
TOILET GOODS, STATIONER Y,?&c

A Pull Ions of Humphrey's Homeopathic Medioineft
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HS

Headquartors For

Painters' Supplies, Glass, Machiis Oils, &?., &c.

I keep at all times best Head Light Oil, 17 daises tab
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